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PREFACE. 

A  NTiW  SECT  having  started  up  in  America,  calVivg  ^ 
themselves  the  ''LATTER-DAYS AIJ\''TS''  which  are 
headed  hy  a  fanatic  of  the  name  of  JOSEPH  SMITH,  " 
who  has,  according  to  his  own  account,  been  visited  hy  an  _^ 
Angel  from  Heaven,  are  7iorv  disseminating  their  absurd 
Tenets  throughout,  not  only  the  Continent  oj  America, 
but  Engkind ;  to  hold  up  to  the  World  the  fallacies  of  k 
tliis  would-he-the-only -holy -people  of  God,  is  th,e  inte    \i 
of  the  following  exposition^  which  has  been  framed  for 
the  express  purpose  of  guarding  the  weak-minded  from  < 
being  led  astray  from  the  true  faith  by  their  vile  delusimis. 

I  have  challenged  one  Smith,  not  the  angelic,  to  a  fair 
and  candid  examination  of  his  Tenets,  but  he  has  for 
the  present  declined  to  meet  me.  He  knows  his  house 
is  built  upon  the  sand,  while  mine  is  built  tipona  JRock,^ 
ayid  that  rock  is  Christ.  He  dreads  investigation,  and 
prudently  declines  meeting  me  face  to  face.  I  have,  ^ 
therefore,  no  other  method  of  exposing  their  fallacies 
tflian  by  pziblisliing  my  sentiments. 

WILLIAM  HEWITT. 

LANE-END,  Oetober,  1840.  , 
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PaiOR  to  the  crucifixion  of  our  Redeemer,  he  declared  that 
many  false  Christs,  false  prophets,  and  false  teachers  should 
arise,  who  should  shew  such  signs,  perform  such  wonders, 
and  use  such  expressions  as  would  have  a  tendency  to  seduce 
the  people,  and,  if  it  were  possible,  deceive  even  the  ver^j 
elect.  Against  such  characters  the  apostle  Paul,  in  the  17th 
and  18th  verses  of  the  Sixteenth  Chapter  of  his  f]pistle  to  the 
Romans,  puts  lis  on  our  guard.  He  says,  "Now  I  beseech 
you,  brethren,  mark  them  which  cause  divisions  and  offences 
contrary  to  the  doctrine  which  ye  have  learned,  and  avoid 
them.  For  they  that  are  such  serve  not  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  but  their  own  belly;  and  by  good  words  and  fair 
speeches  deceive  the  hearts  of  the  simple."  Now,  siace  the 
ascension  of  our  Lord,  many  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing,  have 
appeared  at  different  times  and  in  different  places,  and  the 
mischiefs  committed  by  them  operated  much  to  the  sufferings 
of  their  misguided  hearers.  Josephus  informs  us,  that,  about 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  after  the  crucifixion  of  our  Saviour, 
a  certain  imposter  named  Theudas,  persuaded  a  great  mul- 
titude of  people  to  take  their  effects  with  them  to  the  riv^er 
Jordan,  assuring  them  that  he  was  a  prophet,  and  that  he- 
would  cause  the  river  to  divide  at  his  command,  and  give 
them  an  easy  passage  over':  many  believed  and  were  deceived.  ■  ,. 
Fadus  the  king,  to  stop  such  madness,  sent  out  his  troops,''*' 
who  slew  many,  and  took  others  prisoners;  the  imposter's 
head  was  cutoff,  and  brought  to  Jerusalem. 

Again:  Josephus  states,  that  in  the  time  of  Nero,  affairs 
in  Judea  were  continually  growing  worse  and  worse;  the 
country  was  so  filled  with  robbers  and  imposters,  and  not- 
withstanding that,  Felix,  time  after  time,  had  many  of  them 
apprehended  and  put  to  death,  yet  shortly  afterwards  the 
residue  persuaded  the  people  to  follow  them  into  the  wil- 
derness, where  they  said  they  should  see  manifest  wonders 
and   signs  performed  by  the  providence  of  God.      Many 


believed  and  were  punished  by  Felix,  for  their  felly.  Ifuch 
about  this  time  there  came  a  man  out  of  Egypt  to  Jerusalem, 
who  said  he  was  a  prophet,  and  persuaded  a  great  number  of 
the  meaner  sort  of  people  to  follow  him  to  the  Mount  of 
Olives.  He  told  them  that  from  thence  they  should  see  the 
walls  of  Jerusalem  fall  down  at  his  command,  and  promised, 
that  through  their  assistance,  he  would  give  them  an  entrance 
into  the  City.  Felix,  on  being  informed  thereof,  sent  his 
troops,  who  killed  four  hundred  of  them,  and  took  two  hun- 
dred prisoners,  but  the  imposter  who  deceived  them  made  his 
escape. 

There  are  other  passages  in  Josephus  which  make  mention 
of  imposters  rising  and  deceiving  the  people ;  but  the  above, 
1  presume,  are  sufficient,  not  only  to  corroborate  our  Lord's 
predictions,  concerning  the  appearance  of  false  prophets,  but 
also  to  point  out  the  absurdity  of  being  carried  about  by 
"  every  wind  of  doctrine."  If  you  consult  Simpson's  Key  to 
the  Prophecies,  you  will  see  what  a  number  of  false  Christ's, 
false  prophets,  and  false  teachers  have  arisen  at  various  pe- 
riods, pretending  to  work  wonders,  which,  failing  to  do,  they 
brought  destruction  on  their  fellow-creatures,  to  the  amount 
of  thousands,  who  had  been  so  credulous  and  so  foolish  as  to 
be  led  astray  by  such  diabolical  insinuators.  In  one  instance 
the  infuriated  soldiery  set  fire  to  the  portico  of  the  temple, 
where  six  thousand  persons  were  assembled;  and  while  some 
of  them  cast  themselves  headlong  down  the  awful  precipice, 
the  rest  were  burnt  to  ashes.  A  false  prophet  was  the  cause 
of  this  cruel  and  barbarous  proceeding. 

After  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies  of  our  Saviour,  as  by 
the  foregoing  examples,  it  is  really  hurtful  to  one's  feelings  to 
find  that  the  minds  of  people  calling  themselves  Clwisiians, 
have  been  so  shamefully  acted  upon  for  so  many  generations, 
through  such  atrocious  characters :  and  this  system  of  cajo- 
ling is  likely  still  to  continue,  since  we  find  that  as  hanging 
IS  no  warning,  so  sufteiing  is  no  discouragement,  for  the 
])eoplc  suffer  themselves  to  be  led  astray  as  readily  and 
unthinkingly  now  as  in  former  times.  In  proof  of  this 
assertion  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  of  a  .\'t'?y  Sect 
having  been  lately  introduced  into  England,  (aye,  in  the  19th 
century!!)  from  America,  under  the  following  circumstances: 
A  man  of  the  name  of  Josej^h  Smith,  who  is  the  founder  of  this 
new  sect,  which  is  distinguished  by  the  title  of  the  "Latter- 
day-Saints,"  resides  in  some  part  of  America,  and  states  that 


an  angel  has  appeared  to  him,  and  informed  him  of  wonderful 
things!!  His  followers,  or  disciples,  hold  "That  there  is 
nothing  which  had  a  beginning  but  what  vvill  have  an  ending: 
That  ihe  Scriptures  should  be  taken  in  a  literal  sense,  and 
that  no  one  ought  to  explain  them,  for  whatever  they  say 
they  mean :  That  Paradise  is  not  Heaven :  That  this  genera- 
tion shall  not  pass  away  before  England  shall  be  destroyed : 
That  very  shortly  the  Sun  shall  be  darkened,  and  the  Moon 
turn  to  blood  ;  and  Christ  shall  appear  in  flaming  fire  to  des- 
troy all  the  wicked  from  off  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  then, 
they,  (the  Latter-day-Saints,  and  they  only)  shall  reign  with 
Christ  a  thousand  years  on  the  earth :  That  they,  (the  Latter- 
day-Saints)  are  the  only  people  that  preach  the  Gospel,  and 
that  all  others  preach  nothing  but  damnable  heresies:  That 
there  is  but  one  person  in  the  Godhead,  and  he  is  possessed  of 
all  corporeal  parts,  like  us,  such  as  hand's,  feet,  eyes,  nose, 
mouth,  and  so  on :  That  all  must  be  plunged  over  head  in 
water,  and  be  thus  baptized  by  them,  or  none  can  be  saved." 
These,  being  a  part  only  of  their  leading  tenets,  they  declare 
plainly  and  publicly,  and  I  feel  much  astonishment  that  no 
one  has  hitherto  attempted  to  shew  the  absurdity  of  these 
assertions :  it  being  the  general  reply  of  those  to  whom  I  have 
spoken  upon  the  subject, — "Let  them  alone;  they  will  come 
to  nought." — True;  but  while  they  are  coming  to  nought^ 
many  may  die  and  be  lost  for  ever.  Therefore,  since  no  one 
has  attempted  to  expose  the  fallacies  of  this  newly-formed 
system  of  saving  grace,  (!)  I  consider  it  my  duty,  as  a  prac- 
tical christian,  to  expose  these  wolves;  for  who  knows,  if 
they  be  allowed  to  go  on  unnoticed,  to  where  such  brain-sick 
fellows  will  lead  the  people. 

I  shall  therefore  call  your  attention  to  the  first  assertion 
made  by  Smith,  "That  an  angel  appeared  to  him  in  a  visible 
form,  and  addressed  him  in  an  audible  voice."  It  is  possible, 
though  not  at  all  probable, — it  is  true  ihat  God  at  sundry 
times  and  in  divers  manners  spake  in  times  past  unto  the 
fathers  by  the  prophets,  and  sometimes  by  the  angels,  for  in 
those  days  such  a  way  of  communication  was  absolutfly 
necessary,  as  the  Scriptures  were  not  then  written  for  their 
instruction; — but  after  (rod  had  once  spoken  unto  men  by 
his  own  Son,  manifested  in  the  flesh,  and  fully  revealed  big 
will  by  him  to  the  world,  and  confirmed  that  revelation  by  n 
long  succession  of  unquestionable  miracles,  there  has  been  no 
necessity   for  angelic  appearances  since   the  days  of    the 
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Apostles  (says  Simpson);  y6t  the  angels  are  ministerir 
s]:ivits  sent  forth  to  minister  unto  the  heirs  of  salvation,  b^t 
the  government  of  angels  is  now  administered  in  a  secret  and 
invisible  manner,  Now,  if  all  men  were  wrong,  as  they,  (the 
Latter-day-Saints)  affirm,  and  God  thought  proper  to  send  an 
angel  to  convince  them  of  the  error  of  their  ways,  would  He 
not  have  sent  him  to  more  than  one  man?  as  he  would  know 
that  the  testimony  of  one  man  would  be  rejected.  If  Jesus, 
when  he  arose  from  the  dead,  had  appeared  to  only  one  man^ 
then  some  doubts  might  have  been  entertained  as  to  the  real- 
ity of  his  resurrection ;  but  to  remove  all  such  apprehensions 
he  appeared  to  more  than  "five  hundred  at  once,"  that  in  the 
mouth  of  so  many  witnesses,  the  fact  might  be  established. 
The  visit  of  the  angel  to  Joseph  Smith  appears  so  absurd  that 
we  cannot  believe  it.  "  For  if  they  hear  not  Moses,  nor  the 
prophets,  nor  God's  dear  Son,  neither  will  they  be  persuaded 

though  ni2^^j^"1ili^^4^^-^JIL!II-thff  rlp^f^  "        ^    „ _— -^ 

/  ~Yhe  next  assertion  is,  "That  there  is  nothing  which  had  'a 
beginning  but  what  will  have  an  ending."  I  would  thank 
those  wise  people  to  answer  me  the  following  questions,  viz. : 
Had  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ  ever  a  beginning?  If  so,  when 
will  it  have  an  ending?  Did  God  ever  create  the  angels?  If  so, 
when  will  he  destroy  them  ?  Did  he  ever  make  a  Hell  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels?  If  so,  when  will  it  be  no  more?  Did 
Jesus  ever  prepare  a  place  of  happiness  for  the  righteous? 
If  so,  when  shall  it  be  annihilated?     Had  the  soul  of  man 

/  ever  a  beginning?     If  so,  when  shall  it  go  into  non-entity? 

{  I  wait  for  a  satisfactory  reply. 

The  next  assertion  is,  "That  Paradise  is  not  Heaven." 
I  wish  the  reader  to  examine  the  2nd,  3d,  and  4th  verses  of 
the  Twelfth  Chapter  of  the  2nd  of  Corinthians,  and  he  will 
there  see  what  confidence  can  be  placed  in  the  new-fangled 
doctrine  of  the  Latter -day -Saints. 

They  next  say,  "That  this  generation  shall  not  pass  away 
before  England  shall  be  destroyed."  I  should  wish  very  much 
to  know  whence  they  derived  this  information.— Not  from  the 
Bible — there  is  no  such  a  thing  mentioned  therein.  It  is  true 
that  when  our  Saviour  was  upon  the  earth,  he  declared  "That 
Jerusalem  should  be  destroyed,  and  that  there  shall  be  signs 
m  the  sun,  and  in  the  moon,  and  in  the  stars,  and  many  won- 
ders performted  prior  to  its  destruction ;  and  also  that  this  gen- 

^ciation"  (meaning  the  then  present  generation)  "shall  not 
]  ds^  away  until  all  these  things  be  fulfilled."     Now,  many  a 


feneration  has  passed  away  since  the  fulfifment  of  that  pro- 
phecy, therefore  I  cannot  see  how  these  Latter-day-Saints  can 
apply  that  passage  to  any  calamities  yet  to  come,  unless  they 
have  dreamed  so,  or  that  a  communication  was  made  by  the 
angel  to  the  aforesaid  Joseph  Smith ! 

They  also  say  that  Christ  is  coming,  very  shortly,  in  a 
flaming  fire,  to  destroy  all  the  wicked  from  off  the  face  of  the 
earth,  and  then  they  themselves  shall  reign  with  Christ 
a  thousand  years.  That  there  is  a  time  approaching  when  the 
saints  of  the  Most  High  God  shall  reign  with  Christ  a  thou- 
sand years  in  a  state  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  is  generally 
believed ;  but  when  this  happy  period  shall  commence,  and 
how  they  shall  so  reign,  are,  in  my  opinion,  very  abstruse 
questions,  since  Jesus  Christ  has  declared,  plainly,  that  his 
kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.  We  have  our  opinions,  it  is 
true,  but  they  amount  to  nothing  more  than  mere  conjecture, 
or  vague  supposition ;  and  as  it  respects  the  final  destruction 
of  the  wicked  before  the  commencement  of  this  glorious  era,  I 
say  it  is  so  repugnant  to  the  assertions  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  I 
cannot  believe  it.  Our  Saviour,  in  explaining  the  parable  of 
the  sower,  tells  us,  in  the  28th  verse  of  the  Thirteenth  Chapter 
of  St.  Matthew's  Gospel,  that  the  good  seed  which  the  sower 
sowed  are   the    children    of  the  kingdom,   that  the   tares 

hich  the  enemy  sowed  are  the  children  of  the  wicked  one ; 
these,  says  he,  in  the  30th  verse  of  the  same  Chapter,  must 
grow  together  until  the  harvest ;  and  in  the  39th  verse  he  says, 
the  harvest  is  the  end  of  the  world.  Now,  if  the  good  seed  are 
the  children  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  tares  are  the  children  of 
the  wicked  one,  and  these  must  grow  together  until  harvest, 
and  the  harvest  is  the  end  of  the  world ;  then,  of  course,  there 
will  be  good  and  bad  people  until  the  end  of  time.  Who 
must  we  believe,  Jesus  Christ,  or  these  strangers? 

Again:  They  say,  "That others  worship  three  persons  in 
one  God,  and  that  God  is  a  spirit;  but  we  worship  no  such  a, 
God.  The  God  we  worship  is  possessed  of  corporeal  parts, 
like  ourselves,  such  as  eyes,  hands,  feet,  ears,  nose,  mouth, 
■and  so  on.  Now,  that  Jesus  Christ  had  a  perfect  and  glorified 
body,  we  believe,  for  under  that  form  did  he  ascend  to  glory. 
This  is  God  the  Son. 

I  now  call  your  attention  to  God  the  Father.  Our  Saviour 
states,  at  the  24th  verse  of  the  Fourth  Chapter  of  St.  John's 
Gospel,  "That  God  is  a  Spirit,"  and  then  in  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Chapter  of  St.  Luke's  Gospel  and  39th  verse,  he  tells 


us  plainly,  "  That  a  spirit  has  not  flesh  and  bones  as  ye  see  me 
have."  I  wish  to  ask  these  Smithites,  (if  there  be  no  Trinity) 
to  whom  was  God  speaking  when  lie  said,  "Let  us  make 
man,"  and  so  on?  The  words  are  plural.  He  could  not  be 
speaking  to  angels,  because  then  he  could  not  be  the  Creator 
of  all  things.  And  again:  If  there  be  no  Trinity,  to  whom 
was  Jesus  Christ  speaking  when  he  said,  "  0  Father,  glorify 
thou  me  with  that  glory  wliich  I  had  witli  thee  before  the 
world  was."  These  are  questions  which  I  should  wish  those 
to  answer  who  deny  the  Trinity;  for  there  are  thu'ee  that  bear 
record  in  Heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  these  three  are  one,  is  what  the  Scriptures  declare,  and 
what  I  fu'mly  believe. 

Again:  They  say,  ''That  ihe  Scriptures  should  betaken 
literally,  and  that  no  one  ought  to  explain  them ,  for,  whate\-er 
they  say,  they  mean."  Now,  laying  aside  all  emblematical, 
parabolic,  and  metaphorical  parts  of  the  Scriptures,  and  to 
assert  that  all  the  rest  must  be  taken  literally,  is  as  absurd  as 
false;  for  if  their  assertions  be  true,  then  one  part  of  the 
Scriptures  will  contradict  the  other,  as  for  instance,  Moses, 
in  the  book  of  Exodus  says,  "Honour  thy  father  and  thy 
mother,  that  thy  days  may  be  long  in  the  land  which  the 
Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee."  And  Jesus  Christ  says,  "  If  any 
man  come  to  me,  and  hate  not  his  father  and  mother,  he  can- 
not be  my  disciple."  So  that  if  their  assertions  be  true,  then 
all  paternal,  maternal,  fraternal,  and  matrimonial  ties  or 
affections  must  be  absolutely  abolished  ;  for  Jesus  Christ 
says,  expressly,  "If  any  man  come  to  me,  and  hate  not  his 
father  and  mother,  brother  and  sister,  wife  and  children,  he 
cannot  be  my  disciple."  Again:  It  is  written,  "Labour  not 
for  the  meat  that  perisheth."  And  again :  "  Take  no  thought, 
saving,  what  shall  ye  eat,  or  what  shall  ye  drink,  or  where- 
withal shall  ye  be  clothed;  but  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  his  righteousness,  and  all  other  things  shall  be 
added  unto  you." 

Now,  if  these  passages  mean  what  they  say,  then  they  are, 
Jirst,  very  silly  for  working,  and,  second///,  very  wicked  for 
not  keeping  God's  commandments.  If  their  assertions  be 
true,  then  one  dead  body  must  inter  another,  for  it  is  written, 
"Let  the  dead  bury  their  dead."  If  their  assertions  be  true, 
then  the  druiikard  does  as  he  is  commanded,  for  it  is  written, 
"  Driiik  ye,  be  drunken  and  spue."  According  to  their  doc- 
trine it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  any  rich  man  to  be  saved, 
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for  it  is  written,  "It  is  easier  for  a  rainel  to  go  through  the 
eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a  rich  maji  to  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  Heaven."     This,  according  to  the  nature  of  things,  is 
impossible :  the  eye  of  the  needle  must  cither  be  made  larger, 
or  the  camel  less,  or  the  rich  man  in  another  world  will  be 
consigned  to  everlasting  punishment.     If  their  assertions  be 
true,  then  no  matter  how  soon  we  are  all  independent,  tor  it 
is  written,  "Ifthy  right  eye  offend  thee,  pluck  it  out.     If  thy 
right  hand  offend  thee,  cut  it  off."    If  their  assertions  be  true 
then  they  have  authority  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  dogs  ami 
cats,  to  mules  and  other  brutes,  as  well  as  to  mankind ;  lor 
it  is  written,  "  Go  yo  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel 
to  every  credturer     And  these  are  creatures  as  we  1  as  we 
But  acrain :    It  is  written,  (see  St.  John  vi.  3.j.)  "  He  that 
cometh  u°ntome  shall  never  hunger,  and  he  that  believethon 
me  shall  never  thirst."     Take  this  temporally,  and  1  ask,  Do 
we  ever  feel  in  want  of  the  common  neccssanes  ot  lite,  such 
as  meat  and  drink?     I  answer  yes.     Then  take  it  spiritually 
Do  we  ever  feel  hungerings  and  thirstings  after  righteousness  ? 
I  answer  yes.     "And  blessed  are  they  that  do  for  they  shall 
])e  filled."     Where  then  is  their  literal  meaning?     It  their 
assertions  be  true,  then  Jesus  Christ  is  a  God  a  King,  an 
angel,  a  man,  a  tree,  a  plant,  a  root,  a  rose,  a  lily,  a  gate, 
a  door,  a  way,  a  stone;  for  by  all  these  appellations  is  his 
Holy  Name  recorded.     It  is  true,  there  are  some  passages 
which  must  be  taken  literally,  and  will  have  a  literal  fulfil- 
ment;  but  until  I  see  the  trees  clap  their  hands   and  hear  the 
stars  in  the  firmament  sing  together,  and  shout  tor  joy,  1  shall 
never  believe  that  all  the  Scriptures  should  be  taken  bteraly  ; 
and  since   Jesus   Christ  and  his  Apostles   expounded   the 
Scriptures,  succeeding  ministers  have  a  right  to  do  the  same 
Again:    They  say,  "That unless  all  are  plunged  over  head 
in  water,  and  are  thus  baptized  by  them,  none  can  be  saveil. 
Now,  as  circumcision  under  th-  Law  was  the  untiatory  rite  l.y 
which  the  Jews  were  a.hnitted  into  the  Cluiirh  of  (.0.1 ;  so, 
baptism  under  the  gospel  dispensation  answers  tlu-  same  pur- 
pose.     liaptism  does  not  consist  in  an  numersion.  so  much 

is  in  sprinkling,  washing,  and  i>ouring;  •"''•^■'•\^''^''^'; J^^,','" 
day-sLts  find  one  passage  in  t  lie  Scriptures  that  Kay  tW^^^^^^^^^^ 

one  should  be  put  over  head  in  water.  1  liey  say,  »"«•;- 
cannot  b.-  baptized,  because  ti.ey  cannot  believe  i  he  Jc«h 
mi«ht  have  objected  to  the  circunuMsion  of  infants  on  I  u 
same  ground;  'for  they  couhl  not  believe  when  only  eight 
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days  old,  and  for  this  cause  they  must  be  lost  for  evei"; 
"For  he  that  believeth  not  fchall  be  damned.  But  I  shall 
leave  this  subject  by  referring  the  reader  to  Abraham  Scott's 
pamphlet,  and  Daniel  Isaac's  work  on  Infant  Baptism,  .where 
any  person  may  be  satisfied  if  they  will  be  convinced. 
Therefore,  "  Since  neither  circumcision  nor  uncircumcision 
availeth  anything  but  a  new  creature,"  so,  on  the  other  hand, 
were  we  to  undergo  a  thorough  immersion  in  water  by  these 
Latter-day-Saints  a  thousand  times,  it  would  be  all  in  vain: 
true  happiness  we  can  never  know,  unless  we  be  born  again. 

But,  lastly:  They  say  that  nobody  preaches  the  Gospel 
but  themselves,  nor  ever  have  since  the  days  of  the  Apostles; 
and  that  all  but  themselves  are  deluding  the  people ! !  I  ask 
what  did  the  Apostles  preach?  Did  they  preach  universal 
depravity,  through  the  fall  of  Adam  ?  So  do  we.  Did  they 
preach  a  restoration  by  Jesus  Christ?  So  do  we.  Did  they 
preach  the  doctrine  of  Baptism?  So  do  we.  Did  they 
preach  repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  as  necessary  to  salvation?  So  do  we.  Thus  the 
same  doctrines  which  the  Apostles  propagated,  are  still 
preached  by  us;  therefore,  what  the  Apostle  said  to  the 
Galatians  on  one  occasion,  is  applicable  to  some  in  the  present 
day.  "I  marvel"  says  he,  "that  you  are  so  soon  removed 
from  him  who  called  you  into  the  grace  of  Christ  unto  another 
gospel,  which  is  not  another;  but  there  be  some  that  trouble 
you  and  would  pervert  the  gospel  of  Christ;  but  though  we, 
or  an  angel  from  heaven  preach  any  other  gospel  unto  you 
than  that  which  we  have  preached  imto  you,  let  him  be 
accursed." — Gal.  i.  6 — 8. 

And  as  it  regards  the  doctrine  of  laying  on  of  hands,  in 
order  to  receive  the  Holy  Ghost ;  I  ask.  Do  all  those  receive 
the  Holy  Ghost  on  whom  they  lay  hands?  Its  true  in  this 
we  difier;  but  we  hold  that  that  faith  and  prayer  which  ena- 
bled the  three  Hebrew  children  to  walk  through  the  fire 
without  burning,  and  also  preserved  Daniel  from  the  ferocity 
of  the  lions — that  faith  and  prayer  which  caused  an  angel  to 
descend  from  Heaven  to  fetch  Peter  out  of  prison,  can  and 
will  bring  down  the  Holy  Ghost  into  our  hearts  and  make  us 
happy.  And  though  they  hold  that  this  is  a  chimera,  I  ask 
them  wlmt  is  the  Gospel?  I  heard  one  (a  newly-regenerated 
Smithite)  say,  a  short  time  ago,  that  he  had  been  a  Preacher 
of  the  Gospel  for  five  years,  and  he  never  knew  what  the 
Gospel  was  until  now;  but,  said  he,  I  w?7/tell  you  what  it 
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is  to-night;  but  perhaps  he  forgot  as  I  have  never  seen  him 
since.  I  feel  astonished  how  men  can  make  a  profession  of 
religion  for  so  many  years,  and  declare  that  God  for  Christ's 
sake  has  pardoned  their  sins,  and  that  they  feel  happy  in  his 
love,  and  so  on;  and  then  join  another  system,  and  say  they 
have  been  labouring  under  a  delusion!! 

Now,  the  question  is,  Were  they  sincere  in  Iheir  profession, 
and  did  they  really  feel  what  they  expressed?  If  they  say 
they  were  not  sincere,  they  tell  the  world  at  once  what 
hypocrites  they  have  been.  If  they  say  they  rvere  sincere, 
and  felt  what  they  expressed,  from  whence  did  those  feelings 
come,  from  God,  or  the  devil?  If  from  God,  then  why  did 
they  change  their  religion?  If  from  the  devil,  then  where  is 
the  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost? 

I  think  I  have  stated  sufficient  to  prove  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  public  that  the  self  stiled  Latter-day-Saints  are  in 
error.  I  therefore  conclude,  by  desiring  my  readers,  and 
otliers,  not  to  be  deceived,  but  to  examine  yourselves  whether 
ye  be  in  the  faith. 
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